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Before I plunge into the heart of my subject and adumbrate to you in out- 
line what appears to me the new pattern that will emerge in connection with 
our missionary work in Southern Asia, I want to deal for a little while with some 
important preliminary considerations, It may be that when we have dealt with 
them as more or less introductory we may discover that they have really not been 
preliminary or peripheral but rather pivotal and fundamental. 


In the first place, the title of my address, in one sense, seems to give the 
implication that the pattern that we expect to emerge in Southern Asia in the 
near future is something that will appear automatically, that it will emerge of 
its own accord, There is something of a suggestion that it will be a natural 
evolution, the inevitable resultant of the new forces that are operating in that 
area, I am convinced that this implication will be erroneous, The pattern of 
things to come will have to be brought about by much consecrated thinking and 
earnest prayer, It will be the result of a creative evolution; it will be a novel 
emergent, indeed connected with the patterns of the past and influenced by the 
changed conditions operating there but essentially something novel and bearing 
the marks of a new creativity in vision and understanding. 


In the second place, the title of my address points to what is one of the 
most fundamental characteristics of the World Mission of the church, without 
which it will wither and die, namely an ever new understanding of the mission- 
ary task and everchanging and ever more relevant methods of fulfillment, Most 
of us might have studied Newton’s first law of motion, It is that ‘tevery body 
continues in its state of rest or of uniform motion in a straight line except in so 
far as it is compelled by forces to change that state.’’ It is also called the law 
of inertia, which is the tendency of a body to preserve the state of rest or of 
constant motion, This law which is here formulated with reference to the ma- 
terial world is just as true in the moral, intellectual and spiritual worlds, The 
hand of dead habit is ever ready to lay its icy fingers on the pulsating beginnings 
of new life, The flowing stream of thought is always in danger of running into 
desert sands, Those of us who are engaged in institutional work are all too 
familiar with this besetting sin, Institutions are working institutions and they 


the mission, But all our efforts must be concentrated to abolish this distinction 
which has taken such a deep root, The new pattern that we should see emerge 
is a church which will at the same time be the mission, Practically, it will 
mean the following deliberately taken steps: (1) We must proceed with greater 
haste and increasing thoroughness the policy of integration so happily begun in 
so many missions in South Asia, (2) It will mean that if in the coming days any 
group of believers, large or small, is formed into a church it must be made very 
clear at the outset that the church is also the mission, that the individual Chris- 
tian does not exist as a Christian unless he is also a missionary Christian, (3) 

In the third place it will be necessary to develop and train leadership for Chris- 
tian witnessing from the very beginning, Such a change in the pattern of our 
present activity will mean a tremendous source of new power to the church in 
South Asia both as regards its inner life and its outgoing evangelistic activity. 


II, A second feature in the new pattern of things to come in South Asia 
which is closely related to what we have been saying so far will be the explicit 
expression of the principle that all our work however varied they may be should 
be judged by the over-riding importance of the church’s mission, The present 
pattern in many parts of India, Pakistan and Ceylon does not exemplify the 
integral relation and unbreakable unity of the different activities of the church, 
Institutional work is apt to sever itself from the evangelistic work and the latter 
from the service of the church, To get a new pattern and a necessary pattern 
is to ask the question of every conceivable kind of Christian activity, Is it 
church-centred? Does it exemplify the mission of the church? Does it proceed 
from the church and does it go back to the church? We are all so apt to distin- 
guish between the worship of the church, the fellowship of the church and the 
service of the church, For practical purposes and a clearer understanding of the 
many-sided nature of the church, this distinction is helpful. But with our prone- 
ness to compartmentalize, to make distinct what are only distinguishable, we 
are apt to individualize these aspects and regard them as independent, Where- 
as, the supreme criteria is the mission of the church, What kind of worship is 
it that only delights in the selfish enjoyment of the glory of God but does not 
immediately run to the crowded ways of life, to the haunts of wickedness and 
gloom and radiate the worshipped glory of the crucified Jesus? What kind of 
fellowship is it that is only interested in the strengthening of the bonds that 
bind it together, becoming more and more a well-knit but closed community, 
and does not realize it should be the leaven that leaveneth the whole lump? 
And what kind of service is it that becomes more and more efficient and many 
sided but fails to point to the secret source of its service? In all these cases the 
acid test is the mission of the church, The nature of the church is its mission 
and its mission is its nature, 


III, The new pattern of things to come in South Asia will be a further ful- 


fillment of the growingly recognized principle that missions are missions only 
as they are missions in unity, The dominant pattern of things as they are today 
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in South Asia is the result of an unfortunate dichotomy between the mission of 
the church and the unity of the church, It is hard to understand how Christian 
people could have regarded themselves as belonging to Christ’s Church even 
when they were broken into a multitude of denominations, The words of the 
Lord of the church are quite clear, He prayed in the great high-priestly prayer, 
‘That they all may be one, even as Thou Father art in Me, that the world may 
believe that Thou hast sent Me,’’ The Saviour we proclaim came into the 
world to break down middle walls of partition and he committed unto his fol- 
lowers the word of reconciliation, And we who are His followers carry the mes-~ 
sage of reconciliation without ourselves being reconciled, Is it any wonder the 
world does not know, cannot know, that Jesus was sent by God? This new pat- 
tern of united churches engaged in the united task of missions is already emer- 
ging in South Asia, In a few years time it will become the dominant and uni- 
versal pattern, Missions and churches should devote all their efforts to bring 
about this consummation, not because of the pragmatic principle that union is 
strength but because of obedience to the mission of the church which cannot be 
fulfilled except as we are united, In the lands of South Asia and especially in 
India, the curse of which countries have been disunity, division and middle 
walls of partition, the amazing oppositeness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
dimmed and destroyed by the divided witness we give, If this new pattern of 
things to come is to emerge in South Asia, it will call for deep heart searchings 
and new efforts of expressing the oneness we have in Christ from the churches 

of the participating countries, 


IV. In the fourth place one feature in the new pattern that we must take 
care to preserve is the ecumenical character of the church, It is so easy in the 
countries of Southern Asia especially in India and Ceylon and Burma for the 
Christian church to forget its supra-national and supra-racial character and 
mould itself after the pattern of a national or a sectarian church, And yet to 
succumb to this temptation will mean the death of the Christian church, The 
Hindu, for example, does not know, and we Christians have’ not helped him to 
know, that the church is a supra-national and a supra-racial society and that 
the task of the church can never be properly fulfilled except as it is fulfilled in 
the united witness of different nationals and members of different races, This 
has nothing to do with self-support or foreign domination, Even when the 
churches of Southern Asia are fully self-supporting and can manage all their 
activities, it will still be necessary to have in their fellowship believers from 
other lands and other races to be partners in obedience to the commission of our 
Lord, In other words, the churches in Southern Asia should never cease to pre- 
sent to their non-Christian countrymen convincing evidence in actual living of 
the ecumenical character of the Christian faith, 


V. One prominent feature of the new pattern of things to come in Southern 


Asia will be the genuinely indigenous character of the church in every one of 
the lands of Southern Asia, A very disheartening character of the present pat- 
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tern of the churches in these lands is their pronounced foreignness, Even after 
250 years of Christian work in these lands the Gospel has not been able to 
capture the valid elements of Indian culture to praise the Lord of the church, 
The new pattern that we should strive for must be the following of a genuinely 
Indian or Ceylonese church, The great hymn of Isaac Watts sings of bringing 
‘peculiar honours to our King.’’ But when we look at our churches in this 
region, barring a few notable exceptions, they are all pale and anemic imita- 
tions of the churches of the West. Of course, we must be aware of the dangers 
that beset this task, In India especially, surrounded by a religion whose genius 
is to absorb and assimilate, and to kill another faith by a fraternal embrace, 
there is of course the great danger of losing the unique nature of our faith, But 
to be frightened by this danger is to forget all things are ours, and we are 
Christ’s and Christ is God’s. The cultural heritage of India is Christ’s and we 
must make the valid elements in it captive to our Lord and Master, To give 
one example, what has the Indian church done with the ancient art of Indian 
dancing? Of course we know its unholy associations with a past debased religion; 
we are also aware of its origins in wrong religious ideas, But is it impossible to 
disentangle the rich diamond of Indian dancing from its miry clay and make it 
dance the praises of our Master and King? Our churches in South India espe- 
cially have taken the music of India and made it captive to the Lord of the 
church, The great converts from the higher castes who came to Jesus with a 
rich religious heritage poured forth their experiences of the new deliverance in 
Christ to the poetry and music of the land of their birth, It is because in recent 
years the church has not been able to win disciples for Jesus from the higher 
castes that cultural cross-fertilization has been\nil and the churches in Southern 
Asia appear as exotic plants, 


If we are serious about this new pattern of things to come, if we really 
want the church in the Southern Asia region present an indigenous character and 
free from the justified criticism of being ‘foreign’, it will be necessary to make 
special efforts to present the gospel to the higher castes, The tendency in 
recent decades has been to concentrate on the lower classes of Hindu Society 
for the simple reason they have been readily responsive to the liberating gospel 
of Jesus Christ. While we should do this we should not have left undone the 
duty of special approach to the educated and the higher castes, Today in all 
the countries of Southern Asia special opportunities are presenting themselves 
for a new witness to the Christian faith among the educated, Large numbers of 
them are religiously bewildered and fall an easy prey to the new winds of doc- 
trine like communism, scientific humanism and democratic utopianism, Is this 
not the time to use the printed word to lift up the gospel of Jesus Christ? In 
councils and conferences we have talked ad lib about newspaper evangelism, 
tracts for the times and so on but nothing much has been done, The Christian 
church has a great opportunity to witness to the growing number of educated 
people who see no purpose in life, who echo the words of Macbeth, ‘tTomorrow 
and tomorrow and tomorrow creeps in this petty pace of life to the last syllable 


Ges 


of recorded time, and all our yesterdays have lighted fools the way to dusty 
death, Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player that struts and frets his hour 
upon the stage and then is heard no more, It is a tale told by an idiot full of 
sound and fury, signifying nothing’’, The church can witness to the purposeful- 
ness of life rooted in the purposes of God and the sure hope of their final fulfill- 
ment, Today is also the opportune time for the church in all these countries 
that have chosen the democratic form of government to make a double witness 
by means of tracts for the times, to show the real roots of democracy in the 
Christian doctrine of man and at the same time the hollowness of men’s hopes 
if they are to be centred in a particular form of government, 


There is also another important practical step that is urgently needed to be 
taken if this new pattern of a genuinely indigenous church is to arise in the 
countries of Southern Asia, This is to stimulate scholarly study of the old estab- 
lished religions of Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam, All these religions have 
changed beyond recognition in the last two hundred years, In recent years with 
the coming of independence and the powerful influence of nationalistic senti- 
ments there has been a religious renaissance, There is a tremendous intellec- 
tual activity in reformulating ancient doctrines in the light of new conditions, 
Doctrines that were inimical to human welfare, doctrines that sanctioned in- 
equality and injustices are relegated to the background and ignored and ideas 
that are world affirming and helpful to build a new society are brought to the 
foreground, The claim is made that the dawn of a new day in Southern Asia is 
also the dawn for taking the ancient messages of their religions to what is called 
the spiritually benighted world of the West. Hindu culture, for example, claims 
today not only a place of equality and equal validity with other views of life but 
a place of pre-eminence among the religions of the world, There is an exhila- 
rating feeling among a growing number of people that India has entered a new 
era of mission, to the world and that it is her duty to proclaim to the world her 
message of truth and ahimsa (non-violence), 


On the other hand, when we look at the churches in these lands, what we 
discover is a complete absence of any concentrated effort to meet the new 
challenge of those resurgent religions, One factor in the reinterpretation of 
these ancient religions has been the expulsive and remaking influence of the 
gospel itself. Christians need to thank God for all this purification and weeding 
out of ancient superstitions that has come about in the non-Christian religions, 
And there is no need to fear that this all-embracing power of absorption of the 
Eastern religions will one day blur all the distinctive characteristics of the Chris- 
tian faith and appear identical with it at least in the realm of ideas, For ab- 
sorption can only be of ideas; it cannot extend to the reality of a concrete 
historical person and the Christian faith is centered in Jesus Christ, A person is 
not absorbed, he is either accepted or rejected, The cross is not a beautiful 
idea; it is a stark existential reality, an act of God, But what is of serious 
concern for us is the fact that the task of apologetics regarded as very important 
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twenty-five years ago has now become practically relegated to the background, 
Time was when authoritative scholars in these religions were Christians and a 
virile and ongoing Christian apologetic was the result, Today the whole task 
of apologetics has come to a standstill, There are many reaons for this; one is 
the recent tendency in some of the Western theological schools of a frightened 
flight from reason, But it is not reason that is the enemy of the Christian faith; 
rather it is the pride of reason, There is such a thing as an illuminated reason, 
that is the excellency of the knowledge that we have in Christ Jesus, Secondly, 
the Tambaram discussion which was indeed a monumental attempt to compare 
Christianity with non-Christian religions was really inconclusive, But the 
churches in this area have not taken any new step, The Cross of Christ needs 
to be lifted up in the light of the Hindu and Buddhist reformulation of their own 
faith and in connection with the new movements that are springing up within 
Hinduism, This cannot be done in the way in which it must be done, of really 
outthinking the Hindu and Buddhists unless in these lands institutes of first rate 
character for the study of these religions are established immediately, The 
spiritually satisfying, genuinely indigenous church will not emerge until the 
Gospel is preached in terms of the rich religious heritage of India, taking the 
age-old concepts, reminting them with new content by the fire of the Gospel 
and using them as current coins of communication, 


VI, The new pattern of things that will emerge in Southern Asia, espe- 
cially in India, will exemplify a radically revised organization and training of 
the ministry in the churches of this region, An adequate ministry is a crying 
need of India and I have no doubt, also of the other countries, Yet the actual 
figures of ministers in terms of congregations must make us shudder, Dr, 
Manikam, in his book on ‘Christianity and the Asian Revolution’, points out 
that ‘‘In India there are approximately 11,000 organized congregations and 
about 9,000 unorganized groups of Protestant Christians; to minister to these 
there are only 3,000 ordained ministers, national and foreign, In other words 
an ordained minister has to look after six to seven scattered congregations, ’’ 
(Page 226), One reason for this spiritually dangerous position is because we 
have uncritically transplanted the Western conception and norm of a Christian 
ministry to the East where the conditions are very different, A full-time paid 
ministry has been the norm but on this basis it is impossible to provide a minis- 
try adequate to the needs of multiplying congregations as a result of group 
movements, The result has been not only that congregations have been starved 
of their necessary spiritual food, the ministry of the word and sacraments, they 
have existed as less than real churches of God, The new testament conception 
of a church is a complete one from its inception, As Bishop Newbigin says, 
‘In the New Testament the local congregation is treated as the church of God 
in that place, It is not a branch of an organization; it is God’s gathering in 
that place, Moreover it is a church furnished with a ministry ‘all the Saints in 
Christ Jesus ,,. with the Bishops and Deacons’, The New Testament knows 
nothing of a church without a ministry.” The blighting spiritual consequence 
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of our present pattern of an itinerant minister responsible in some places for 
ten, twenty, thirty and even sixty village congregations is that these churches 
have never had an outgoing life of evangelistic ministry. Mission Boards and 
churches should seriously consider whether this whole pattern is not wrong, 
whether the churches themselves from the very beginning should not become 
responsible for the ministry of the word and sacraments and whether we should 
not boldly experiment with part-time ordained ministry, A step in this direc- 
tion will also mean another blow to the dichotomy between the church and the 
mission to which we have referred earlier, 


VII. We must endeavor that the new pattern of things to come in Southern 
Asia will exemplify what is central to the Christian Gospel namely the Cross, 
The Cross in the Christian faith is not only the stone of stumbling to thought, it 
is the rock which shatters all our practical efforts to clothe Christianity in the 
garb of a convenient and easily acceptable religion, It means complete self- 
giving, absolute surrender, utter dedication, At least in the idea it is not op- 
posed to the emphases of the Hindu and Buddhist religions. Renunciation has 
been regarded as a necessary preliminary to salvation, Yet the churches in the 
lands of these religions have not demonstrated the fact and the power of the 
Cross in their evangelistic enterprise. The Cross has not been lifted up by means 
of a cross, If only the churches in Southern Asia could inspire her sons and 
daughters to follow the way of the cross and in these days when there are so 
many opportunities for self-giving service, commission individuals and groups 
to go and live in the villages, spend and be spent, and demonstrate the power 
of the Cross, the new pattern of things to come will be a glory to God and it will 
have His blessing, 


One new pattern of things that is necessary to emerge not only in South 
Asia but practically in all lands where the Gospel is yet to be preached is the 
inter-denominational, inter-continental and inter-church mission, So far mis- 
sions have been mainly denominational; they have served their purpose admi- 
rably under the hand of God; but at the present time they are unsuited to be the 
instrument of the world mission of the church, The ‘great new fact of our era is 
the world church and it is no longer possible to make the old distinction between 
the sending churches and receiving churches, There is a new missionary enthu- 
siasm among the so-called younger churches and they have already begun to send 
men and women from their churches to other lands, to work among other people, 
Besides, the present disturbed international situation makes it impossible for 
missionaries from some nations to go to their fellow Christians in some other 
nations, This need not mean the cutting off of all ecumenical contact with 
some churches for Christians from other nations who are politically on friendly 
terms with them could go to them and keep alive the Christian unity, But it 
must be borne in mind this new pattern is needed not to meet the exigencies 
of a disturbed political situation; it is called for by our new understanding of the 
task of the church, It is nothing less than the world mission and it can be under- 
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taken only by a world missionary society, transcending all denominational, 
national and confessional differences, It will mean a pooling of all our re- 
sources as a worldChurch and the most complete partnership in obedience that 
has ever been the characteristic of our missionary undertaking, 


I want to close with one general consideration, In all our work to help 
shape the new pattern of things in Southern Asia, which will be more in con- 
sonance with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and more in conformity with His mind, 
one over-riding consideration should not be forgotten, All our work must be 
expressive of our deep identification with the needs of our world, Under the 
‘Missionary calling of the church’ the Willingen Report says, **The Church is in 
the world and as the Lord of the church identifies Himself wholly with mankind, 
so must the church also do... Christians do not live in an enclave in the world, 
Therefore the church is required to identify itself with the world, not only in its 
perplexity and distress, its guilt and its sorrow, but also in its real acts of love 
and justice - acts by which it often puts the churches to shame,’’ The churches 
in India, Pakistan, Ceylon and Burma are called to a far deeper identification 
with the people of their lands especially at this time when in every one of those 
lands efforts, private and governmental are being made to right wrong, to 
abolish injustices, and to make possible a more abundant life for the citizens. 
Not that we believe that man can save himself by self-effort, The Christian 
faith expresses itself in the Christian hope that the redemption of history is from 
beyond history, But the Christian hope is not an eschatological rabbit hole for 
rattled men to run to safety, It is built on the conviction that our God is a 
worker and that He is in the world working out his purposes, He can make the 
wrath of men praise Him and He will in the magnanimity of His grace use our 
deeds of hope for His eternal glory, But it is only as the church identifies her- 
self with her land and its people with the same intensity of compassion and 
pardoning grace that the crucified Lord had in identifying Himself with the 
world that we can ever hope to show them the light we have received, Only 
then can we show the difference between the service of patronage and the serv- 
ice of humility, the latter of which is the mark of the Christian and the fruit of 
worship, 
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